SrPPLKMENTARV NOTES ON ^JARTYN'S ENIVERSAL 
C'ONCHOEO(JIST. 



By Wiu.iAM IlEA),K't Dale, 

(hmttor, I>irlsi(fit of }follt(skx, l .,S. Xntiniud Mi(><euni. 



The publieiitioii of an aeeount^' of Martvn and his famous woi*k on 
the sliells of the South Seas hy me in IhOo, had the ho[)('d-f(n* ellVot, in 
tliat it was the UK'ans of hianoano- out supplementary information 
which enables me to supply data missing at the date of the (irst pap( 0 * 
and to eontirm c*ouelusions which in it were arrived at by cii'cuuistan- 
tial (‘vidence. X(v\t to tin* positive determination that the lirst SO 
plates wei’(' i)ublislied in ITSd, the most important data relate to the 
correction of the so-call(‘d reprint issued by Chenu of the tables for 
the second 80 j)lates, which tunis out to entirely unreliabhv The 
new information comes from wi(h‘ly scattered sources. 

The copy containing the first SO plates, belonging to the Academy 
of Natural Sciences at Philadelphia, is about the same size as the 
National ^Museum copy lyv inches) and is of the same date. 
Jt contains a publisher's circular otfering the work separately printed 
on liu octavo sh(‘et dat(‘d 1787, and a manuscript note'" stating that the 
Duke of York's copy sold for 10 guineas. The plates and tabh's 
agre(‘ with those of the ^luseum copy. 

Th(‘ second <‘opy examined was sent from South Dakota by a collector 
who sold it to Mr. John Ik IIend(u-son, jr., of Washington, and like- 
wise consisted of 80 plates (degantly bound. This was evidently one 
of the ^'select copies" of the first issue, as it is on folio sheets (lof by 
ICA inches), and is dated after the lirst engraved title, 'A784,'' and 
after the second engraved title has “ ]\IDCCLXXXIV | Tomkins 
scripsit Ellis sc." in small letters. This plate and the dedication 
are largcu* than those in the quarto edition and printed from a different 
engraved plate, although the wording is the same as in the quarto 
copies. There are no plates of medals. The text is worded the same 

«Proc. F. S. Nat. XXIX, 1905, Xo. 1425, ]>p. 41.5-432. 

^ Taken from an account of the sale in the London Times, ^lay 24, 1S27. 
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as in tlie later issiu\s, for the most j)art, but slightly diti'erimtly dis- 
triJmted. On page 8, paragraph 2, after "\South Seas/' is added 
‘^comprising in all about 170 dillei'ent speei(^s. The \\hoh‘ of whieh 
will 1)0 eontained in four volumes, each voluim^ exhil)iting 40 shells or 
80 iigures." The latcn* issues have only '*The whole of wliieh will be 
com prised in two volumes." 

The llendei’son copy, p. 8, footnote, asks that “correct copies of 
these'' (i. e., drawings of unicpie shells for use in the work) may be 
sent to the author by ‘'Christmas, 178u." in order to enrich the suite 
of these partieulai* shells in this repositoiy. This n te, ora jiart of it, 
appears on page Oof the (piai'to. Page in the Heiulerson copy ends 
the text. Then follows the Explanatory Table," worded as in the 
(juarto, but engi*aved on a somewhat la rgm* plate. The tigures of shells 
follow, but, while they are the vSame sj)eeies as in tlu‘ (juai’to, they are 
in a few cases ditferenlly placed on the sheet, and th(‘ space inclosed by 
the neat-lines is larger. 

Ender the sheet of the Explanatory Table is inserted an octavo 
sheet of two pages, one English and one French, headed “Observa- 
tions on the Explanatory Table.'’ This sheet has not been seen in any 
other copy, but contains nothing of importance. It is chielly devoted 
to remarks on the shells tigured on plates 2, 14, 20, and 24. 

The second forty plates forming '"Volume II'’ have a copy of the 
1787 circular inserted after the 11 v leaf, together with a note (with no 
headline), as follows: ‘'As the four first volumes of this undertaking | 
form of themselves a distimd work and as such j may be preferred l)}^ 
some Persons: an additional Title page is therefore added for such 
Pui'pose, leaving the other title page to be removed at ! the Discretion 
of the Purchasers." 

There is the same engraved title as foi- Volume 1 (first forty plates), 
no text, explanatory table the same as in the quarto. 

The following difi'erences are noted l)etween the Henderson copy of 
the plates and the plates of the quarto: 

Plate A?} has two views of shell. There is only one view in the (piarto. 

Plates 57 and 51); same remark. 

Plates 61 and 68, the figures are side by side. In the quarto (owing 
to the smaller page () they are placed diagonally. 

All the other plates, except in i*egard to the r.eat-line, agree exactl}^ 
with those of the quarto. 

Hr. Charles Iledley, of the Australian Museum, informed me that 
they possess a complete copy with all the plates and also copies of the 
publisher's circular in octavo form, with French and English text for 
the issues of 1784 and 1786. These circulars are now known foi* 1784, 
1786, and 1787. Mr. Iledley, with the concurrence of the Museum 
authorities, was kind enough to send me photographs of the circulars 
and also of the " Explanatory Tables" belonging to Volumes 111 and 
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IV, otherwise the third and fonrtii ))atehes of 40 ])lates eaeli. I have 
already called attention to the confusion caused by the publishei* some- 
times referrino- to 40 and at other times to so plat(‘s as a volume. 
The explanatory tables are marked Vol. 1, II, 111, and l\b respec- 
tively. 1 reprodiu‘c the Eng’lish page of the earliest prospectus known 
to me, that dated 1784. 

The words "" This day is published '"should not b(‘ taken literally, 
since they occur on each of the eiivnlars. They simply m(‘an that the 
books are on sale at the time of distribution of tin* einadar. ('yen when 
first issued earlier. Tlie subsequent circulars dilfer but little in word- 
ing. Tlnyy haye the heading "Academy for Painting of Natural 
History,'" wliich is wanting on tlu' circular of 1781. 

For condition V of the 1784 circular that of 178(> has "That the sub- 
sequent yolume, which is already in great part finished, shtdl be pub- 
lished some time in the spring, 1787." 

In the circular of 1787, after the line "This day is published,"" is 
inserted "(in two yolumes conq)leat);'" the ])aragraph numbc'red V in 
178(1 is omitted, and paragraph VI becomes V, wliile ther(' is no para- 
graph VI. 

The prices cited also yary. In 17S() the price is raised to "nine 
guineas each yolume, in a rich extra binding; and ten guineas and a 
Indf ill morocco. Fnbound, seyen gidnc'as and a half. An edition 
of the aboye AVork, elegantly bound in small Folio, may lie had at 
five guineas and a half each volume.’’" The same prices were asked in 
1787. 

In 1784 the author was situatc'd at *‘2(> King-Street, Coyent-Cfardeii,"’ 
but in 178(3and 1787 the circulars ])lace him at " Id (Ireat Alai Iborough- 
Street."" 

The data aliove given prove conclusively that the first eighty plab'S 
appeared in 1784, the third forty in 178d, and the work was completed 
})rol)ably in the spring of 1787. Also that the date on the title-]^ages 
was changed at least twice, copies ('xisting datc'd 1784, 1787, and I78t); 
and that a separate title-page was prepared for the lirst four yolnnu's 
of South Sea shells whe?i it laa'ame impossible to carry out the author's 
plan of issuing a genei’al iconography. 

The photographs of the '‘Explanatory Tables '" of A'olumes III and 
IV show such discrepancies between Clienu's reprint’" and the' text 
it purports to represent that the suspicion arises that the original 
table may have l)cen submitU'd to some revision and additions in a 
later issue; otherwise it seems impossible to account forChenu giving 
in each case for these two yolumes the generic name when 

the original reads (bchlca^ and specific names to speeic's for which no 
specific name had lieen ('ngraved in the compartment of the table 
intended to hold one. 
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'This Day is Ft(blijl:£d, 

Tolume the First; of FIGURES of Non-descri?t Shells, 

COLLECTED IN THE 

Several Voyages to the South Seas, fmce the Year 1764. 



dedicated (by PermiJjlon) to HI S MA J E STY: 



CONPITIONS. 

I. ^-r^HAT the Tvhoie Work, exhibiting a 

^ compIe.it CollccTion of Nou-defeript 
Shells, from the South Seas, {lull be com* 
prifed in four volume^, folio. 

II. Th.it ErcHTY Figures of Shells fiiall 

be given in each volume. 

HI. U hat the more efTciuial parts fnall be ex- 
ecuted Bv the .Author oaly ; and the whole | 
Bv.hisPupils, underhisirnmediatedirc<‘bion. 1 
IV. That in each volume Ih.rll be given an cn- 
graved title page, and an cxplaiLitory table, 
(in French .and Englilh) Rievving in difTcr- 
ent columns,- ift. The number referring | 
to each figure in the order of its fuccefiion. | 



zdly. The Enghfh name and family, with 
an Initial letter denoting tKe genus, or 
dlvlfion of that fimliy, to mhich the Ihell 
belong?, according to the Syltem of the 
Author. 3dly. 'I'he latin name, and its de- | 
gree of rarity. 4,thly. Where the fhell is I 

found. And l.iftly, in what aibinet it is j 

prefened. 

V. That the fubfequent volumes (which are '< 
already in great p.-irt finilhed) IbnU be pub- j 
lifiicd at regul.tr intervals of five mouthi. j 

\T,That the price Iball be fix guineas each ’ 

volume, elegantly bound, or five guineas 
unbound. 



^ A fmall number of SELECT COPIES will be fold at an advance of two guineas and a 
half on each Volume, 



The lubjetft of the Work above propofed, feems to entitle it in a parti- 
cular manner to the attention of the Botifh Naturalill, as a monument of 
the feveral vovages to the Pacific Ocean, and of thofe important difeovurics 
which will do fuch lafting honour to the Philofophical Ipirit of this natic^n, 
under the prefen c reign, I'o aufpicioas both to the liberal arts and ufcful Sci- 
ences. Nor is it defUtute of a more general merit, which may as power- 
fully recommend it to the Naturalill: of every country. — The merit of 
Novelty : No publication on thefe particular Ihells having yet appeared. 

This alone might be fufficient to infure it fuccefs, as a fupplement to ih ; 
treatifes of LUTer and Others. The Author, however, takes this opportxi- 
nitv of intiinating, that he wifhes this effay rather to be confidered as the 
firil part of an undertaking much more extonlive ; that of illuPrating the 
whole Syftem of Conchology, in the fame fuperior ftylc of accuracy and 
elegance. This fiiperiorlty will belt appear by comparing this Publication 
with all others extant, in this or ‘any other branch of Natural Hillory. 

The drawings will be minutely corre<±, and adapted to a fcale, formed 
on an attentive obfervation of the more perfect fpecimens in the principal 
cabinets of this kingdom : the engraving will conlill: merely of a delicate 
outline, as a certain guide for the relative proportions of the parts ; to this : 
the iitmofl ikill and labour of the Painter will be added, in order to produce 
from the whole the full effect of that beautiful contour, rich colouring, and I 
bold relief, which the fubject fo peculiarly demands, and which the art of 
painting alone can properly fupply ; whHe the exaft and lively. reprefenta- ^ 
tion of Nature in the fize, lhape, mouth, extremities, convolutions, and 
various colours of the different fhells thus exhibited, will at the fame 
time anfwer every purpofe of fclence, and in fome fort render the prefent ] 

Work truly worthy the appellation 0^ a School, for this plcafing branch of j 

Natural Hiftory. | 

. i 

Scktl Copies of tlx aho'vc ‘iK'ork, rkhh hciriA in Morocco, may he haJ, at Tcn 'Gui.icas a J 
Half caeft Folumc, 



^ ook i ai T noM.Ls (the .Author) No. 26, Ki»^-St/ee‘,Cot'c~,i-GarJcn, Lond< y, ] 



Prospectus of Martyn's universal concholoqist. 
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The following list gives Ahirtvii’s naiiies for his Volumes Jll and 
IV. A comparison with the list in 1113^ first papm* tniiis(‘ril)ed from 
Chemds reprint'' will show the cliscrepanci(‘s. Several species have 
no specific name given to them. When the generic name is not 
engraved against the sjiecilic name but is indicated bv the context it 
is placed in parentheses. In this and other respi'cts the list agrees 
with the construction of mv previous list. Specific names added bv 
Chenu, but not in th(‘ original, are starred: 



KXPLANATORY TABLE, VOLLME III. 



Plate SI. 

52. 

53. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88 . 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 
9;l 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

tKS. 

99. 

100 . 

101 . 

102. 

io;l 

104. 

105. 

ior>. 

107. 

108. 

109 . 



FUiceiimm vexillnni (Toceuin, 

Bnccinnm coronatum. 

Buccimim liiieatuiii. 

Bnccinnm tesselliitiim. 

Bnccinnm nux-odorata. 

Bnccinnm incisnm. 

Bnccinnm costatnm. 

Buccinuin scabruin. 
jBnccinum turns picta. 

(Bnccanum tnrris clavata. 
jBnccinum galea variata. 

I Bnccinnm galea ferrea. 
j Bnccinnm ornatnm. 

I Bnccinnm luteolnm. 
jBnccinum vittatnm. 
iBnccinniii varinm. 

I Pnccinum cn<4atnm. 

iBnccinnm sinnatum (omitted by Chenu). 
j Bulla circulata. 

(Bulla villosa. 

Cyprea sn))fnscula. 

( 'lava tes.^ellata. 

(('lava nigra. 

(('lava fusca. 

(Patella) scapula. 

Pat<41a tcstudineata. 

( Patella) morioni8-])ilens. 

(Patella) nmbella. 

(Miti a rugata. 
jMitra deiiticnlata. 

Mitra staminea. 

Mitra fascia ta. 

(Mitra limosa. 
jMitra vei-inicnlata. 

( Xerita ) n ux-castanea. 

Xerita acnpictus. 

XXrita di versicolor. 
jXerita ])ellis-armij liana. 

[Xerita litteris Ilebraicis notatns (hebra-a'b- *^ce note a, j)age 196. 
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Plate 110 . 



Nerita stellatiis. 
Xerita faj^oiatus. 



Ill 

‘| 01 iva striata. 

2 |o interpunota. 

‘"‘lOliva feiiestrata. 
ip, Pni'pin'a srabra. 

* *]Pin’pnra senticosa. 

I l^irpura tul)u]ata. 

■] Piir])iira ramosa. 

115 . Liniax aiirens. 

IIB. (Limax) tiara. 

117 . (faniax) lamj)as. 

118 . Limax vittatus. 

119 . Limax scalx'r. 

12 U. Limax viperimiH {serj)eiL<* riiomi). 



(omitted by Cheiin). 

122 . (Limax) flammeiis. 

123 . (Limax) sciitidatns. 

124. Troehns ])etrosus. 

^ J (Voluta) farina. 

1 ^ 0. 1 ^ Voiyta) cosmographicus. 

126 . (Vohita) reticulata. 

\ (Voluta ) uudata. 

l‘>7 J ' ' 

*1 (Voluta) inter})uncta. 

128 . (Voluta) (ducis-uavalis*). 

I Voluta scutulata. 

1 oq ) 

“’ ■ [ ( Voluta) zoiiaria. 

I Cochlea l)icolor. 



J (Cochlea) tigriua. 

1 (C'ochlca) aquosa. 

.>9 1 (^'ochlea) crista-galli. 

(Cochlea) histrix. 

(Cochlea im])lexa. 
loo. I jmrpurca. 

134 . (Cochlea) triangularis. 

f tCoehl(^a) cooeiiiea. 

(Cochlea) dentrachates. 
f Cochlea iiimbata. 
lo(>. I (Cochlea) marmorata. 

((Cochlea) cretata.^^ 

1 (Cbchlea) arborescens. 

((Cochlea) russa. ^ 

1 (Cochlea) i»alatam. 

(Cochl(‘a undata. 

(Cochlea) fumosa. 

<' 01 ark(Ml with chalk. .Martyn’s tinglish i.s “Figured cockle.” 
^ Red or rosy. 



t:XPLAXAT()RY TAP>ld<:, VOLUME IV. 




l.jO.j (CocJiJea) nexilis. 
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Plate 140 
141 , 

142 

143 , 

144 

14.5 

14 <), 

147 , 

148 , 

149 , 
150 

151 . 

152 , 

15 . 3 . 

154 . 

155 . 

150 , 

157 , 

158 , 

159 , 

160 , 



(Cochlea) iiebuloHa. 

(Coclilea) castrciii^is. 

{ (CochUai) viv^ulata. 

(Coi'liloa) inscri}4a. 

(Cochlea) (albida*). 

(Cochlc‘a) viiniiiea. 

((Cochlea) acui)icta. 

I (Cochlea) maculosa. 

(Cu(‘hlea) columhiiia. 

(Cochlea) striata. 

(Cochlea) gilva. 

(Cochlea) violacea. 

( Cochlea ) personata. 
)Musc(nlus) fuscus. 
l(Muscnlus) viridis. 

J ( Mu.S(*ulu.s) viridis midatus. 
l(Mnsculus) fiiscns nii<latns. 

) P(‘cteii rabid us. 

I ( Pecten ) boinl)ycinus. 

Ostria echinata. 

(Ostria) spinosa. 

(Tellina cinnamar. 

I ( Telli na ) subrubi(‘unda. 

I (Tellina) all)a. 

I (Tellina) rose^a. 

(Tellina) barbata. 

J (Tellina) subrubicunda radiata. 
I (Tellina) purpurea radiata. 

J (Tellina) aduinbrata. 

((Tellina) rnbescens. 



The discrepaneiiLs between the tal)le.s as rei)rinted exactly a))ove and 
Chenn's list are so o*i‘eat that it does not seem r(‘asonable to refer 
them merely to carelessness. In the absence of Chenu’s original or a 
coi>y of it, and from the fact that the tables as reproduced I>y me 
from the Sydney co])V are marred l)y eng*ravers' errors -- have two spe- 
cies without any specific name at all, and have thii*ty-six species with 
ditlerent generic nanu'S from those cited by Chenu ~I com‘lude that 
the Sydney tal)les are an early issue of engravings whi(‘h were later 
correctt‘d and comph‘ti‘d. and that it was from one of the altered copies 
that Chemi's l)adly printed list was taken, adding' a numl)ei‘ of eri’ors 
of its own. 

As illustrating engraver's errors in the Sydney tables, L need only 
mention as misspellings such words as 
for and ostria for ostrea. 

Other errors of the engraver consist in revershig the order of words 
as indicated i)v the English trivial names, putting tlie varietal name 
l)efore the specific name, as fosra splc<(fas and nigra sj>icatas for 
sjyicatus x\i\\ fosr a and var. nigra. In one instan(*e the name 

intended fo]' the specific name and the descriptive phrase have changed 
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])hu*('s in th(' coluinns, un error wliich seeiirs to lmv(‘ Ix^eu corrected in 
Chenn's origiiml/' 

One species nncl on(‘ variety are altogether omitted fi’om Chenu’s 
list, and the thiily-two l)i valves placed in a genus Cochlea In" Martyn, 
in his Ah)liini(‘ IV, ai’t‘ listed 1)V Clumn as Canlnun^ thoug’h the two 
Cochlea of \\»lnme II remain. The four shells listed V)v Marty n as 
Ma^ioihi^ (i. e., Jlodiohcs Lamarck) have the name 2lyfila.^ in Chemi's 
list. Thes(‘ facts point sti-ongdy toward a revision hy iMartyn himself 
of the original engra\dngs of the tables for Volumes III and I V. 

The impoi tanc(M)f \"olmu(‘S III and l\ is foi-tunatid}^ conlined to the 
specitie nomenclature of the forms ligured. Of these but a f(nv are 
American. One comes from Newfoundland, one fiom th(' Straits of 
^Magellan, and the nsst of the American forms are from the West 
Indies. Nearlv all of tlumi had been given specitie names IxTore Mar- 
tyn's time, and there an‘ no Pacific coast species among thmn. Only 
Volumes I and II, or the first SO plates (dating from 1784), are impor- 
tant for any generic synoiyynn". These are also the portions most 
fi*C(piently <|uoted l)y I>ruguier<\ Gmelin, Lamarck, Deshayes, and 
other contmnporaiy or neai’ly contem])oraneous authors. 

The present summary will enable those interested to foi’in a correct 
idea of the earliest issue of Volumes III and lY (ITSO-ST), not seen by 
me Tvdien I prepared my former pajjer on Marty n and the Lniversal 
Conchologist, and to ])ositively contirm the priority of Martyn's names 
over those of Gmelin, Bruguiei*e, and Lamar(‘k, as indicated i)y that 
pu}>lieation. 



AWit(( hebrmt, Plate 109, seeoii<l figure. 



